Common Sense and Sound Public Policy

“Is Expanding Gambling the Answer?”


Here We Go Again…….

Gambling Advocates and Governor Perry would have you believe that expanding gambling is a painless alternative to raising taxes.  Introducing “Las Vegas” style gambling to Texas in the form of “Racinos” will solve the education funding, without hurting Texans pocketbook: This is Not True.
Texans have not forgotten that the Lottery was supposed to solve the problem with funding education, and they don’t need to be reminded that there is no such thing as a “Free Ride”.  
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Even if Texans don’t play, they will pay for the increased economic and social costs that come with this type of gambling. These costs are born from the tremendous amounts of money that are wagered in “Racino” gambling venues.  Below is a comparison of the wagering and revenues generated in fiscal year 2003 by the Texas Lottery, and what would have to be wagered in “Racinos” to generate the same amount of revenues.


What Does this Mean to your Community?

According to the National Gambling Impact Study Commission (1999) 1% to 2% of the population will suffer pathological gambling if gambling expands.  

Common sense will tell you that not everybody in your community has the “means” to travel to Las Vegas, and those that do, do not go more than once or twice a year.   Similarly, like local participation in the Texas Lottery, if a “Racino” is opened in your area, folks who would not otherwise participate in this “Las Vegas” type of gambling, will. 

In the city of Lubbock, $24.9 million was wagered on the lottery in fiscal year 2003.  Assuming that the citizens of Lubbock would contribute approximately the same proportion of statewide wagering on “Racino” gambling, it is forecasted that over $134.8 million would be wagered on this predatory form of gambling in this area.  Note, it is very likely that a large portion of this $134.8 million is currently at work in the current consumer economy.
The County and City governments of Lubbock will be forced to absorb new costs estimated at $34.9 million that are predicted from the expansion of gambling in the City of Lubbock. These costs can be expected from increased crime costs, business and employment costs, social service costs, abused dollar costs, and addiction costs from new pathological gamblers created by the State sponsored introduction of this predatory form of gambling.  Common sense will tell you this is not sound public policy and is not the way to fund the education of our children.
At 93% prize payout, Racinos/VLTs will require 6.7 times the annual sales to generate the same amount as the Lottery
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