[image: image1.png]Baptist ConventionOfTexas









221 E. 9th Street, Ste 410


Austin, TX 78701

512.473.2288

512.473.2707 fax

April 3, 2007

The Honorable XXXXX

Texas House of Representatives

P.O. Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Dear Representative XXXXXX:

I am writing in response to a letter circulated by the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas that misrepresents my April 17, 2007 testimony to the Texas House Licensing and Administrative Procedures Committee regarding House Bill 10.

While I will not engage in a point-by-point rebuttal of their inaccurate accusations, two issues are very important to keep in mind: 

· The well-documented practice of tribes filing land claim lawsuits against states and then settling those lawsuits in exchange for the right to open casinos.

· And, explicit, written promises by the Alabama-Coushatta and the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (Tiguas) to prohibit gambling on their land in Texas in exchange for federal recognition.
In its letter, the Alabama-Coushatta verify that a 2002 federal court ruling found the tribe holds aboriginal title to 6.4 million acres in all or part of 12 counties in East Texas and is entitled to an award of $270 million. While it is true that the tribe has not yet initiated a land claim lawsuit, if HB 10 were approved it could then give the tribe the incentive to sue every landowner in those counties. 
Aboriginal and trust land claim lawsuits have been filed in California, New York, Michigan and Illinois, and those states settled the lawsuits by allowing the Indian tribes to open and operate casinos. The same thing could happen in Texas.
The assurances by the Alabama-Coushatta not to pursue land claim lawsuits rings hollow in light of its written promise in 1986 not to engage in any form of gambling.
In return for federal recognition, the Alabama-Coushatta and Tiguas approved tribal resolutions in 1986 stating, in part, that each tribe:

· "Has no interest in conducting high stakes bingo or other gambling operations on its Reservation…"

· "Remains firm in its commitment to prohibit outright any gambling or bingo  in any form on its Reservation…"

· "All gaming, gambling, lottery, or bingo, as defined by the laws and administrative regulations of the state of Texas, shall be prohibited on the Tribe's reservation or on Tribal land."

It is an undisputed fact that, in direct contravention of these fundamental written agreements, both tribes are exhaustively lobbying the Texas Legislature to allow casino gambling on their land through the passage of HB 10.
The Alabama-Coushatta's weak argument that the agreement preceded Texas' legalization of bingo (Texas changed its mind, so we can too.) was soundly rejected in federal court rulings in 1999 and 2002 that shut down the illegal Indian casinos.
In deference to your time, I have only hit the high points on these issues. If you need more detailed information, I will be happy to provide it to you.

Thank you for attention to this issue. As always, if you have any questions, I am available at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Suzii Paynter
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