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Texans Against Gambling

Our opposition includes opposition to VLT’s and also new

forms of bingo gambling that are currently illegal in Texas 

according to the Texas Penal Code and Occupations Code. 

Two forms of bingo amendments fall short

In the past week at least two forms of electronic bingo 

amendments  have been proposed. The “electronic pull-tab” 

bingo amendment offered by Senator Gallegos to HB 1434 and proposed for other bills, permits the operation of an unlimited number of gambling machines (BLT) that look and play like Las Vegas-style slot machines at hundreds of locations across the State of Texas. 

This amendment does not prohibit the high speed play, high-percentage payout, screen graphics, or re-wagering of credits that characterize slot machine play. The amendment requires that the games be Class II, but a Class II designation is irrelevant because these machines function like slot machines in the manner of play and are currently illegal in Texas. Indian casinos (i.e. the Oklahoma casinos) use them and have 500 - 700 machines each. If passed, Texas will see thousands of these BLT gaming devices at hundreds of locations throughout the State. This is an expansion of casino-style gambling under the guise of bingo.

We oppose all electronic bingo amendments and echo the words of Paul Hogan, Chairman of the National Indian Gaming Commission, charged with issuing advisory opinions on gambling machines:

“I believe that Congress understood the Bingo it described in IGRA ( the law) was a competitive game actively played among participating players… permitting the use of computer, electronic and other technologic aids to the play of Class II games to enhance the competitive participation, but also intended that these technologic aids were to be distinguished from computerized electronic gaming machines that automatically perform all, or nearly all of the functions required in the game.” “I believe that if … Class II games so closely parallel Class III facsimiles and slot machines, then the carefully crafted regulatory structure of IGRA (the law) will disintegrate.”
Based upon the history of Texas Attorney General opinions regarding the operation of VLT machines, and given the wide difference of the electronic bingo machines to the understanding of bingo that was common when enacted in the constitution, there is the strong possibility that these machines will require a constitutional amendment. (See GA-0103).
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