Electronic Bingo Questions:

Can you explain the difference between the machines allowed in your electronic bingo amendment and VLTs? What about slot machines?
 
You have represented that electronic pull tabs are not slot machines, but isn’t it true that the graphics that you allow in your amendment and the way that the games are allowed to be played instantaneously are indistinguishable from any Las Vegas slot machine?
 
Your amendment allows electronic bingo terminals to use "graphics and animation to correspond to, display, or represent, in an entertaining manner, the outcome of the game". Isn't such language a term of art in the industry, and includes:
 
1) mechanical spinning reels;

2) graphics, audio, lights, or animation that resemble a spinning reel or reels; 

3)   traditional slot machine graphics such as bells, bars and fruit, as well as video card game displays;
4) slot machine cabinets and signage;
5) slot machine sound effects and entertaining displays (i.e. "Wheel of Fortune") except bells, whistles, gongs, coins dropping or spinning wheels.
 
Is it you intent to allow the use of graphics such as those found in Las Vegas and Atlantic City, including bells, bars, or fruit?
 

Tell me why your amendment wouldn't allow all 1900+ licensed bingo operators in this state to operate Las Vegas style slot machines?
 
Are there any limitations on the number of machines allowed under your amendment? Any limit on number of locations?
 
Is there anything in your amendment that would prevent a licensed bingo operator from operating machines at a racetrack?
 
Haven't other states like Oklahoma and Iowa authorized similar electronic bingo games that have resulted in the authorization of games with the look and feel of Las Vegas slot machines?
 
If the goal of gaming expansion is to raise revenue for the state, why does your amendment only tax the 5% of the players winners and does not tax the game operator at all?
 
Is it your intent that such gaming could be offered without the operators paying any additional licensing fee or additional revenues to the state?  (We know that the 5% revenue to the state comes from the players' winnings).
 

